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,»MnNoio BpeMeHa Hac Aenu o4 TWX CNaBHWUX U He3abopaBHMX AaHa u gorahajay
4Kjoj ceHUM /bYAN HUKAA He CMejy fa >KMBe, anun Koje HMKaja He cMejy Hu fa 3abopase

EyreH Nle6apuh, yuecHUK paTa 1 6uslin reHepan JHA

‘A lot of time separates usfrom those glorious and unforgettable days and events,
in whose shadow people must never live, but which they must also neverforget.”

Eugen Lebari¢, war participant andformer JNA general

MpumsbeH 3. 9. 2025; PeueHsmpaH 17. 10. 2025; MpuxsaheH 21. 10. 2025.
Received 3 September 2025; Received in revised version 17 October 2025; Accepted 21 October 2025

CaxeTtak: [eseTor maja 2025. rogvHe, HaBpLUMIO Ce Ta4YHO ocamfieceT roguHa of nobege Hag aliv3MoM M
KanuTynauuje HauucTuuke Hemauke y [ipyrom ceeTckom paTy (1945-2025). OBaj BadKaH JaTyM KOju uma
nocebaH MCTOPMWJCKM 3HAYAj 3a PyCKM HapO4 U MUPO/bYOMBM CBET Y LEINHM, OBGENE>KEH je CBEYaHOM BOjHOM
napagom y Mocksu.

Panom ce npeHocn KoneKTWBHO ceha-He M eMnaTuja npemMa jefHOj 04Ba>KHOj U xpabpoj leHepaunju pygapa
Tpenue, Benor 6paa v Mbapckux pyaHuka, Koju cy yjyny 1941. rognHe ocTasuaun pygapcku anaT U ca NyLLKoM
y pyuu ce NpuK/bYUYMAn NokpeTy oThnopa gaumsmy, 6opby NpoTuMB OKynaTopa 1 6e30631pHOj ekcnioaTauujm
rofnie paiHe cHare.

Of npB.e MUCKpe eKcnnosuje Ha>Kuyapn pygHuka Tpenye, pyfapun Pygapcke yeTe cy NpoLU/v ceepaTHe CTpaxoTe
MpBe nponeTepcke 6pTasge of 1941. o 1945. roamHe 1 CBOjOM KpB/bY AYOOKO HaTONUAM BOjULLITA Ha NYTY Ka
CBETO0j cnoboaw.

3aTo Hawa cehatrba Ha Xepojcka Aena 0BUXpyAapa, Mopajy 6MTU BeyHa Kao LT oje U iMX0Ba ClaBa BevHa.

beyLIHe PEYN: pypapu,pynapcka yeta,pawmnszam,nokpeT oTnopa,AnBep3aHTu Tpenye

Abstract: On May 9t 2025, exactly eighty years had passed since the victory overfascism and the capitulation of
Nazi Germany in the World War Il (1945-2025). This important date, which holds special historical significance
for the Russian and the peace-loving people as a whole, was marked by a solemn military parade in Moscow.

This paper conveys the collective memory and empathy toward a courageous and brave generation of minersfrom
Trepca, Belo Brdo, and the Ibar mines, who in luly 1941 laid down their mining tools and, with rifles in hand,
joined the resistance movement againstfascism, the struggle against the occupier, and the ruthless exploitation of
labor power.
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From thefirst spark of the explosion on the Trepa mine cableway, the miners of the Miners’ Company endured all
the wartime horrors of the First Proletarian Brigadefrom 1941 to 1945 and soaked the battlefields with their blood

on the road to sacredfreedom.

Therefore, our memory of the heroic deeds of these miners must be eternal, just as theirglory is eternal.
Keywords: MINERS, MINERS’ COMPANY, FASCISM, RESISTANCE MOVEMENT, TREPCA SABOTEURS

YBO[,

[Jesetor maja 2025. roanHe, BOjHOM napagom y
Mockau, obenexeHaje ocaMaeceTorogmibmua
nobege Hag (halM3mMoM U KanuTynayunje Haum-
CTUYKe Hemauke y [lpyrom CBETCKOM pary.

OBMM pagoMm, TeXa je 6una fja ce 0ocBexe
cehatba Ha Xepojcke gaHe pypapa Tpende, be-
nor 6paa n Mbapckux pyaHnKa Koju cy ce 1941,
rofuHe noj 3aBMOPEHNM PyAapckmuM H6apjakom,
NPUK/BYUNAN MOKPETY oTnopa (halmnCTUYUKOj
okynauunju Cpbuje n Tagawme Jyrocnasuje.

Tokom paTHUX faHa, y peposuma lMpse npone-
Tepcke Gpurage, pey ,,pydap” je umana cneuu-
(hMYHO 3HaYerbe. HeyHULITUBK AyX U OfyHHOCT
pydapa, CNpeMHW fa yyuMHe W MOLHeCy MHOro
BWTIeE Hero LUTO YC/I0BM Y aTOM TPEHYTKY Npy-
Xajy, an3anaje Mmopan v gasanaHagy nponeTepu-
Ma. MOHOCHM CTeYeHOM TpaauLmMjoM YeTe, 61No
je Heuer noce6HOr Kog pydapa, a To je crnocoo-
HOCT fAa yBeK y 60p6u 1 Ha feny nokaxy ga cy
[OCTOjHN MMeHa pyaapa. ,,Ta Tpaguuumja Kojy cy
pyZ4apu HOCW/K, CHara Kojom Cy OBNajiaBasin cea-
KUM KO TOf je ynasvo y pefose 6opaua Hnxose
yeTe - TOje HeLUTO HajnenLle 1 Hajynevat/busuje
yera ce ceham..” paTHu BeTepaH b. borasay, [2]

MPEAPATHW PA3BOJ PYHUKA TPEMYA
1 LUTPAJK PYJAPA

3HayajHMju pa3Boj pyaHuKa Tpenya, NoYntbe
o4 1926. roguHe, OAHOCHO Of, BpeMeHa Kaja
je KoHuecuja Tpenya npewna y BAaCHULWTBY
YAPYXXEHa Koje CY YMHMAN 20 eHINEeCcKMX Ka-
nuTanucTa U jepaH amepukaHal (Selection
Trust Ltd n3 NlongoHa) [1]. Mpogaja kKoHUecuje
je 6una geno maxuHaumje n npesape EHrnesa
y3 nomoh gomahumx MaHunynaHaTa pyAaHUM
6oratrctBom Cpbuje. EHrnecka KomnaHuja
je Kynuna KoHuecunjy og Paga Mawwunha, cuHa
npeaceaHvka Bnage Hukone Mawwha [5].
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INTRODUCTION

On May 9, 2025, the eightieth anniversary of
the victory over fascism and the capitulation of
Nazi Germany in the Second World War was
marked with a military parade in Moscow.

This paper aims to revive the memory of the
heroic days of the miners of Trepca, Belo Brdo,
and the Ibar mines who, in 1941, under the
raised miners’ flag, joined the resistance move-
ment against the fascist occupation of Serbia
and the former Yugoslavia.

During the war, within the ranks of the First
Proletarian Brigade, the word “miner” carried
a special meaning. The indomitable spirit and
determination of the miners - ready to do and
endure far more than circumstances allowed
- lifted morale and inspired hope among the
proletarians. Proud of the tradition upheld by
their company, the miners possessed something
unique: the ability to prove in combat, time
and again, that they were worthy of the miners’
name.“That tradition carried by the miners, the
strength with which they influenced anyone
who entered the ranks of their companys fight-
ers - that is the most beautiful and striking thing
I remember...” war veteran B. Bogovac [2].

PRE-WAR DEVELOPMENT OF THE TREPCA
MINE AND THE MINERS’ STRIKE

The significant development of the Trepca
mine began in 1926, when the Trepca conces-
sion passed into the ownership ofa group of 20
English capitalists and one American (Selection
Trust Ltd of London) [1]. The sale of the con-
cession was an act of manipulation and fraud
by the English, aided by domestic exploiters of
Serbias mineral wealth. The English company
bought the concession from Rade Pasi¢, son of
Prime Minister Nikola PaSi¢ [5].
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EHrnesn cy ogmax OpraHu3oBasv MCTPaXu-
Batba W pyfapcke npunpeme, a Kkagaje norsphe-
Ha OrpoMHa reosiolwKa MOTEHUMjasIHOCT fie-
»uwta Ctapm Tpr (pejoH cena MusbeHnua 1 Ha
TpenuyaHcKoMm 6pay), OCHOBaHa je y feuembpy
1927. rogmHe KomnaHmuja Trepéa Mines Ltd ca
ceauuTeM y JIOHAOHY 1 [UPEKLNjOM Y 3BEYaHYy.
WcTe roguHe je ocHoeaH 1 Kopaonik Mines Ltd,
orpaHak eHrfnecke kKomnaHuje Selection Trust
Ltd, ca unsbem ekcnnioartaymnje 0N10BHO-LMHKaHE
pyfe n3 nexuwTa beno 6pao Ha KonaoHuky [1].

CBeyvaHOCT MOBOAOM OTBapawa pyaHuKa Tpe-
nyaje ogp>kaHa 10. okTo6pa 1930. roguHe.

3axBasbyjyhu 60ratoj pyam n nOBO/LHUM YCIo-
BMMa ekcrjnoaTauuje, EHrnesu cy npoussojmy
13 TOAUHY Y rofMHY Harno yeehasanu. Y Besu
TakBe AnHamuke npounssogmwe C.Byjuh [5] Ha-
Boau: ,,CTapu Tpr je 3a KpaTKO Bpeme NnocTtao
HajBehun pyAHMK 0n0Ba 1 LMHKa 'y EBponu. To
HMje NpecTMXHO Beh LWKONCKK NnpumMep pay6o-
Barba NEXULITA U N/bayke”

Camo y nepuogy 1939-1940. rognHe, 0TKOMaHO
je rotoBo 700.000 ToHa pyae u Taja npom3se-
[eHo 74.000 ToHa 0/10BHOT KOHLeHTpaTa, 14.000
TOHa pagmHMpaHor onosa u 44.000 TOHa KOH-
LueHTparta LMHKa. Jo noyetka Jpyror cBeTckor
pata 1941. roamHe, y pyaHuKy Tpenyaje npous-
BeleHO YKYMHO 5.972.909 ToHa 0/10BHO-LINMHKa-
He pyfe oannyHor keanuTteta [1].

Kako ce pa3Bujao pygHuK v yeehaBao Kanutan
EHI/IECKUM KOHLIeCMOHapMMa, Tako Cy YCnoBu
paga y pyaHuKy 6unm cBe HenogHOLL/LUBK)N.
TeTKuy ycnoBu pagay pyapckuM jamama rae cy
pyAapy yamcanum 0f10BHY NpaLuyHy, ca CKPOMHUM
[HeBHMLAMa, HEPEJOBHUM NpUMarumMa 1 apy-
rMM HeBOsbaMa, YAHWUAE Cy CTBAPHOCT Tajallrber
pydapckor XusoTay Tpenun. XXnsenu cy TeLlKo,
YecTO UCNOZ /bYLCKOr JOCTOjaHCTBa. Y NOTpasm
3a Noc/IoM, MHOTY [JOCe/bEHULN U3 Pa3INUUTX
KpajeBa OHfalLte Jyrocnasuje, npuxeatanu cy
CypOBe YC/0Be XUBOTa MoJ, KPOBOBUMA pyaap-
CKMX yLlepmLa 1 noslycpyLUeHnx apBeHnx 6apaka
Tpenue. MNojeanHn cy npeHohuwTa Hanasmnm y
OKO/IHUM nehrHama 1 y HanyLITEHUM BIXHUM
npocTopujamapygapckmxjama [1].

HemunocpgHo uckopuwhaeawe pagHe cHare,
yjeanaBano je Bo/bY M Hanope pygapa ga ce

The English immediately organized explora-
tions and mining preparations, and once the
enormous geological potential of the Stari
Trg deposit (in the area of the village Miljen-
ica and on the Trepca hill) was confirmed, in
December 1927 the company Trepa Mines
Ltd was established with headquarters in
London and a directorate in ZveCan. That
same year, Kopaonik Mines Ltd, a branch of
the English company Selection Trust Ltd, was
also founded with the aim of exploiting the
lead-zinc ore from the Belo Brdo deposit on
Kopaonik [1].

The ceremony marking the opening of the
TrepCa mine was held on October 10th, 1930.

Thanks to the rich ore and favorable exploita-
tion conditions, the English rapidly increased
production year after year. Regarding this
pace of production, S. Vuji¢ [5] notes: “Stari
Trg quickly became the largest lead and zinc
mine in Europe. This was not prestige, but a
textbook example of plundering the deposit
and looting.”

In the period 1939-1940 alone, almost 700,000
tons of ore were mined, producing 74,000 tons
of lead concentrate, 14,000 tons of refined
lead, and 44,000 tons of zinc concentrate. By
the beginning of the World War 1l in 1941,
TrepCa had produced a total of 5,972,909 tons
of high-quality lead-zinc ore [1].

As the mine expanded and the English con-
cessionaires grew wealthier, the working
conditions in the mine became increasingly
unbearable. Harsh conditions in the mining
shafts, where miners inhaled lead dust, com-
bined with meager wages, irregular pay, and
other hardships, defined the miners’ lives in
Trep€a. They lived in misery, often below
human dignity. In search of work, many mi-
grants from different parts of then-Yugosla-
via accepted the harsh living conditions in
makeshift shacks and half-collapsed wooden
barracks. Some even found shelter in nearby
caves or in abandoned, damp mine cham-
bers [1].

The ruthless exploitation of labor united the
will and efforts of the miners to oppose the
167
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KpO3 pafHUYKM MOKpeT CynpoTcTaBe Yrpasu
PYAHMKA 1 Ha Taj Ha4MH n3bope 3a 60/bK 1 Xy-
MaHMjun XXUBOT.

Mo opbujaty ynpaBe pyAHMKa ga Npuxeatu
3axTeBe pyfjapa 3a paf of 8 yacosa, y MOroHy
MpBn TyHen je gowno fo obyctase paga 14.
maja 1936. roguHe. Pypapyn y Ctapom Tpry cy
ce NPUK/bYUYUNM WTPajKy, Tako Aa je y nporte-
cTy 6uno 1.763 pygapa [1]. LLUTpajkavku ogbop
je HakoH Tora o6jaBno 10 3axTeBa pygapa. Io-
pes nowiToBaka pafHOr BPeMeHa, pyjapu cy
TPXWUIN N NO60bLLAHKE XUTNJEHCKMX YCOBa,
HOBa KynaTtusa, OCBeT/bete y Hapakama rae cy
XUBENK, NPeBo3 pajHUKa L0 pyAHUKaE, cnoboj-
HO YAPYXWBake Yy CUHAWKA/HY opraHusalujy,
60sbe yCnoBe CTaHOBaka, NoBehawe 3apage, ra-
paHumMjy fa wrpajkaun Hehe 6UTK KaKraBaHU
HaKOH OKOHYama LuTpajka u gp. (cnvka 1,neso).

Mocne nyHo Myka, ynpaBa Tpenue je 2. jyHa
1936. roguHe npuxeaTuna LWITPajKayke 3ax-
TeBe. B1O je 0BO BEIMKM YCMeX 3a came pyfa-
pe ann 1 MHOrO BuLIe Of TOra, jep je jaBHOCT
Mpeko LWTamMne Koja je npatuna gorahawa y
Tpenuu, cas3Hana UCTUHY O ycnoBuma paga u
6e3063MpHOj ekcnnoataymju pygapa u gomahe
pajiHe cHare 3a payyH eHrneckor Kanurana.

mine management through the workers’ move-
ment and thus fight for a better and more hu-
mane life.

After the management refused the miners’
demand for an eight-hour workday, work was
stopped in the First Tunnel plant on May 14th,
1936. The miners of Stari Trgjoined the strike,
and in total 1,763 miners took part in the pro-
test [1]. The strike committee then issued 10
demands. In addition to an eight-hour work-
day, miners demanded improved hygiene con-
ditions, new baths, lighting in their barracks,
transportation to the mine, the right to freely
organize a union, better housing, higher wag-
es, a guarantee that strikers would not be pun-
ished after the strike, and more (Figure 1, left).

After much struggle, on June 2rd 1936, the
Trepta management accepted the miners’ de-
mands. This was a great success for the miners
themselves, but also much more, because the
public, through newspapers that reported on
events in TrepCa, learned the truth about the
working conditions and ruthless exploitation of
miners and local labor for the benefit of Eng-
lish capital.

Cnuka 1, O6ycTaBapagay jamu ,,CTapu iupi” [9], cnukaneso cHUM/beHa 28. Maja 1936.
n36op pygapa Tpenuye, 12.jyn 1939., cnuka gecHo [1]
Figure 1, Work stoppage in the “Stari Trg” mine [9], left image, May 28, 1936
and Assembly of Trep&a miners, July 12th 1939, right image [1]

Ycnen, ceBe Behe WH(auuje, He3HaTHO no-
Behawe 3apaga pygapa 6p30 je noctano 6es-
BpeaHo. He3a0BO/LCTBO je pacno, anm 5. jaHy-
apa 1937. rogunHe Kagaje cturna uHgopmaunja
[0 pyAapay jaMu gaje Ha HaroBop yrnpase pya-
HWKa, nofmumja yxancuna cekpetapa CuHam-
168

Due to growing inflation, the modest wage in-
crease quickly became worthless. Discontent
grew, but on January 5th, 1937, when the min-
ers learned underground that, at the urging of
the mine management, police had arrested the
secretary of the Union Organization, work was
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KaJlHe opraHusauuje, OLWNo je Ao obycTase paja.
Pynapu cy 3abapukagupann ynase y jame (T3B.
,JaMCKM iinpajK ) 1 TpaXKnAnM XUTHO NyLITaHe
Ha cnobogy CMHAVKaNHOr NpeacTaBHMKa. Toje u
YUMHEHO HAKOH TPK AaHa WwTpajka [1],

Tokom 1937. roguHe, 6opba pygapa 3a 6orbe yc-
NnoBe pafa je 6una nckasaHa LUITPajKoM 1y pya-
HWKY KameHor yrsba JapaHio U HOBOOTBOPEHOM
PYAHWKY onoBa beno 6pao Ha KonaoHuky.

O TetnkoM nonoxajy pyaapa b.boxosuh [1],
HaBoau: ,,Y n3eewTajy bpaTtuHCcKe 6narajHe 3a
1938. rogmHy HaBoAm ce fa je Mehy pygapvmMa
61no 25 CMpPTHUX Cny4vajeBa U 75 TEWKUX U
Hensneunsmx 060/mera - yrnaBHoM Ty6epKo-
Nno3e, aynpa.a je cBe pafHUKe KOju BUTMNE HUCY
61nn cnocobHM 3a pag oTnyLwTana c nocna 6e3
NKakBe HakHage” (cnuka 2).

Kako je jyna 1939. roguHe nctuuao Tporo-
OWWHW KONEKTUBHY YroBop M3Mely pagHuKa
n ynpaee Tpenuye (CKIOMN/bEH HAKOH LUTPajKa
1936. roguHe), pyaapcku CUHAMKAT ce npu-
npemMao 3a NoThnucMBake HOBOI YroBopa anu
ca 19 gogatHux Tavaka (cnmka 1, jecHo).

Kapfa je ynpasa uckasana HernonycT/bUBY CTaB
n ogbuna 3axTese, pyaapu cy 19. jyna 1939. ro-
[MHe, npornacunn WwTpajk. Y obycrasun pagay
Tpenuu je yyecTBoBano 3.600 pagHuka.

Ycnegune cy owTpe Mepe M NpuTUcuM ga ce
cnomu WTpajk. BnacHnymMma pyaHuka je npu-
Tekna y nomoch n gomaha snact. Monuunja un
XaHgapmepuja je 3anocena pyaHuk. Cpecku
HayenHuK je 3abpaHNO NOKaJHAM TProBuMMa
[a npoaajy WwrpajkavymMmMa XX1BoTHe HaMUPHU-
Lie, a yrnpaBa pyaHuKa je obycrtaBuna ncnnaty
pagHMLMMa 3a0CTane JHEBHULE.

BpweHu cy nokyLuaju nogmmhumeara YnaHoBa
LUTpajkaykor oabopa, Xanwiewe M NpoTepu-
Bake, Kao 1 6pojHe apyre mepe. A oHga je 15.
asrycra 1939. rogmHe cturna Hosa npe.apa:
»I1pema pellewy avmpekuuje y JIOHLOHY pya-
HUK Tpenyaje 3aTBopeH” [1]. Ha Taj HauuH je
oTnywTeHo 3.600 pagHUKa 1 CBa KpMBULA 3a
3aTBapake pyHuWKa je npebayeHa Ha pagHUKe.
OHM HKcy o6pahann naxwy Ha TO U 'y pyAHK-
Ky je Bnagao pes u mup. CBu pagHuLK ca cena,
a UMHUAK cy TpehuHy 3anocneHux, LOHOCUIN

stopped again. The miners barricaded the mine
entrances (so-called ‘pit strike”) and demanded
the immediate release of their union represent-
ative. This was done after three days of striking

[

During 1937, the miners’ struggle for better
working conditions spread with strikes at the
Jarando coal mine and the newly opened Belo
Brdo lead mine on Kopaonik.

Regarding the dire position of the miners, B.
BoZovic¢ [1] notes: “In the report of the Brat-
inska Treasury for 1938, it was stated that
among the miners there were 25 deaths and
75 serious and incurable illnesses - mostly
tuberculosis, and the management dismissed
from work all laborers who were no longer
able to work, without any compensation.”
(Figure 2).

As the three-year collective agreement between
the workers and the Trepa management (con-
cluded after the 1936 strike) was set to expire in
July 1939, the miners’union prepared a supple-
ment to the new agreement with 19 additional
points (Figure 1, right).

When management took an uncompromising
stance and rejected the demands, on July 19th,
1939, the miners declared a strike. At TrepcCa,
3,600 workers joined the work stoppage.

Severe measures and pressures followed to
break the strike. The mine owners were sup-
ported by the local authorities. Police and gen-
darmes occupied the mine. The district chief
forbade local merchants from selling food to
the strikers, and the mine management sus-
pended payment of back wages.

Attempts were made to bribe strike commit-
tee members, to arrest and expel them, and to
apply numerous other measures. Then, on Au-
gust 15th, 1939, came a new deceit: “According
to the decision of the directorate in London,
the TrepCa mine is closed” [1]. Thus, 3,600
workers were dismissed, and all blame for the
closure of the mine was placed on the work-
ers. But the miners ignored this, and order and
peace prevailed in the mine. All workers from
surrounding villages, who made up one-third
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YTtIRIjkcpeH pypuy, Tpwa"
HoCrpagana cy pa pyppa

KocoaCita MmpoBHan, 25 centenbap
CiiHoh oko ocaH u4acoBa y py3KWKY
eri'ip" _norognnasCt il. THKOIl rpf
ﬁp yaapa, a-é_lﬁ] Hecprha 'y

pygapu CHuo

anioj ty »ocTpaganH
(jypcau H JiBM6cp? LWyrburaj.

CTpaBuM KOO BKensoaratopu

IUEKiil HUIEL ,.Ne «

|
liu M1 nl nwwl

nu1 B/l

YEOAN 1KUYY1H1 TKXTYMAX
V 3HaK npotacra LTOo ca NpasH NMTake NoBo OM
HBCcpaha Hoia ce MecHNB Y HBBHOM PYOHUMT,
ynpasa ,,Tpenye" le ornyctuna
TpW CTOTUHE paguuna

3aWwTo CMO ce 6opunn
- 3ap aacTpaHUe ekcmoaraTopa -

Cnvka 2, Hawumucuny wiwamum o Hecpehuy Tpenun u obecmpasbeHocLum pygapa [1]

Figure 2, Newspaper headlines about the accident in Trep¢a and the miners’ lack of rights [1]

CYy pajHuuMMa 1 LWTpajKaykoM oabopy Ku-
BOTHe HaMupHuue. TO Cy YMHWUAN U NIOKATHU
Tprosuu 6e3 063upa Ha 3abpaHy.

MowwTo HUCYyCcnenu fayrylue WTpaj 3a47 faHa
1 nopep 134 yxanieHa pagHuka, 1 centemb6pa
1939. rogmHe, ynpasa Tpenye je noTnucana ca
pasHULUMa HOBUM KOMIEKTUBHY YroBop. Pyaapu
Cy UCTpajanun y CBOjUM pagHUYKUM NpaBuma.

MOKPET OTIOPA Y TPEM4YA

Mo Hanapy HauuMcTuyke Hemauke Ha Jyrocna-
BUjy, EHrnesn cy ogmax Hanyctunm Tpenuy. ¥3
nomoh neTe KofoHe (/boTuheBaua, (onKcaoj-
yepa, Oenorapgejaua, anbaHCKMX (pawmcTa
MW Apyrux areHata), Hemum cy okynupanu
Tpenuy. MoTopu3oBaHe Hemauke Tpyne y Ko-
coBckoJ MuTpoBuuM, goyekao je 16. anpwna
1941. rogvHe npegpaTHU Hemaudkun areHT Lla-
thep [desa, ay CtapoMm Tpry TeXHUYKU yrpas-
HUK pyaHuMKa WHX. Tophe AumuTpujesuh,
no3HaTu /boTuhesal, M HenpujaTesb pagHuKa
[1]. KocoBo n MeToxuja je 6una ntanmjaHcka
OKynaLMoHa 30Ha, ocuM Tpenye KOjy CYy KOH-
Tponucanm Hemum.

TajHu areHTU U NEeTOKONOHaWW, Mpeganu cy
OKyMaTopy NOTMYHO CadyyBaHe PyAHWKE W MNo-
CTpOjerba 3a Mpepagy pyae, Tako ga je npo-
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of the workforce, brought food to the miners
and the strike committee. Merchants did the
same despite the ban.

Since the strike could not be crushed after 47 days
and despite the arrest of 134 miners, on Septem-
ber 1¢, 1939, the Trepfa management signed a
new collective agreement with the workers. The
miners persevered in defending their labor rights.

THE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT
IN TREPCA

After Nazi Germanys attack on Yugoslavia, the
English immediately abandoned Trepca. With
the help of the fifth column (Ljotic's follow-
ers, Volksdeutsche, White Guards, Albanian
fascists, and other agents), the Germans oc-
cupied Trep€a. The motorized German troops
were welcomed in Kosovska Mitrovica on April
16th, 1941, by the pre-war German agent Xhaf-
er Deva, and in Stari Trg by the mine’ techni-
cal manager, engineer Dorde Dimitrijevi¢, a
well-known Ljoti¢ supporter and enemy of the
workers [1]. Kosovo and Metohija fell under
the Italian occupation zone, except for Trepca,
which was under German control.

Secret agents and fifth-columnists handed over
to the occupiers completely preserved mines



Bpauko Munaguuosuh, Pygapcka yelua Ha Yeny owwmopa dawusmyy [lpyrom ceeluckom pawy (165-182)
Branko Miladinovi¢, The Mining Company at the Forefront ofthe Resistance to Fascism in the Second World War (165-182)

n3Boatka ogmax ornoyena (cnuka 3). WHTe-
PEHCAHTHO je da je 3a CBe BPeMe HeMaukor
yrnpae/batba Tpenyom o 1944. rogmHe, 3agp-
)KaH je 6pMTaHCKN Ha3nB pyaHMKa.

Hemaukoj ynpasu pyaHuka je 6uno ctano fa
ce pyaa AaHOHOhHO M3BNayM M3 jame pygHUKa
Ctapu Tpr n ob6avmxer noroHa Mpeu TyHen.
Pyaaje xxuyapom gyrom 6,35 km u ca kanayu-
TeTom 100 t/h, TpaHcnopToBaHa 0f pyAHMKa
CTapu Tpr [0 nocTpojewa 3a npepagy y 3se-
YyaHy (cnuka 3). TeXHONOLWKUM MpoLLecom npe-
page pyfae [0 Aobujara 0ONOBHOI KOHLEHTpaTa
(nocne yera ce 13 nysnne oAgajao UMHK, a oHAa
NUPUT), fieo KOHLEHTpaTa ce NoToM [ornpemao
Yy TOMWOHMLY W Ha Kpajy TeXHOMOLIKOr Mnpo-
Lieca gobnjano 0n10Bo BMcoke ynctohe (padu-
HUpaHO 0/10B0). 3 3Be4aHa, 0/10BO je TpaHC-
NMOpTOBaHO Xene3Huuom npeko Kpamesa [0
beorpasa, a oHaa 3a Hemauky. Tpacy >kenes-
HUYKe npyre cy o6e3behnBane nocebHe jegu-
HMLe, a caM PYAHMK je YyBana HeMadka BOjCcKa,
BojHa »xaHgapmepuja, TajHa BOjHa nonuuuja.
Y ToMe cy UM nomaranu anbaHCcKn KBUC/UH3MK,
PYAHMYKA CTpaxa v ap.

and ore processing facilities, so production
began immediately (Figure 3). Throughout
German management of Trep€a until 1944, the
British name of the mine was retained.

The German mine administration insisted for
ore to be extracted day and night from the Stari
Trg mine and the nearby First Tunnel plant.
The ore was transported by cableway, 6.35 km
long with a capacity of 100 tons per hour, from
the Stari Trg mine to the processing plant in
Zvec€an (Figure 3). Through the technological
process, lead concentrate was produced (from
which zinc was later separated, and then py-
rite). A part of the concentrate was sent to the
smelter, and at the end of the technological
process, high-purity lead was obtained (refined
lead). From Zvecan, the lead was shipped by rail
via Kraljevo to Belgrade, and then to Germany.
The railway line was secured by special units,
while the mine itself was guarded by German
military forces, military gendarmerie, and se-
cret military police. They were assisted by Al-
banian collaborators, mine guards, and others.

Cnuka 3, MocLupojerse ,, Tpenue™, 3seyaH 1940. [1]
Figure 3, The “Trepéa”facility, Zvecan, 1940 [1]

FlakoH XWT/NepoBe O4/lyKe O Hanagy Ha
CosjeTckn CaBe3 22. jyHa 1941. roguHe, no-
Tpeba Hemauke BOjHe MHAYCTpMje 3a MeTanny-
HUM cupoBuHama 6une cy cee Behe. Tlemauku
ynpaBHUK Tpenye uHX. EpHCT Kpayse uckyc-
HU PYLApCKWU CTPYYHaK U AUPeKTOp pYLHU-
Ka Xensur, U3 NeTHUX Xuna ce TPyaunu pga
,»,OMOBHAa peka” n3 1'penue, HeNpPeKUHO Teye
ka Tpehem pajxy. Pagn nocTu3awa rBo3fe-

After Hitler’ decision to attack the Soviet Union
on June 22nd, 1941, the German war industry’s
need for metal raw materials grew dramatically.
The German manager of Trepca, engineer Ernst
Krause, an experienced mining expert, and the
mine director Flelwig did everything they could
to ensure that the ‘river of lead” from TrepCa
flowed continuously to the Third Reich. To es-
tablish iron discipline and absolute obedience,
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He AMCUMN/IMHE W ancofyTHE MOCAYLIHOCTMK,
cnpoBofjeHe cy Mepe KaxKtbaBaka 1 3acTpaLlm-
Baka pagHuka [1].

OBe penpecuBHe mepe 1 cBe Behe pa3bykTa-
Batbe paTa y EBponu u cBety, ybp3ane cy ak-
TMBHOCTU Ha CTBapawy MNOKpeTa oTnopa u
mehy pygapuma Tpende. Ha ocHOBY npenopy-
Ka Hajsuwmx opraHa KrJj, y O6nacHom Komu-
TeTy 3a KocoBo n MeToxujy 1 MecHoOM KoMu-
TeTy KocoBcke MuTpoBuue, pasmatpaHe cy
BapujaHTe auBep3nje y Tpenyu.

Opanyka je goHeTa fa ce AMBep3nja N3BpLIN Ha
»Xnyapy Koja og Ctapor Tpra Bogu 4o 3sevaHa
(cnuka 4). HenocpegHa opraHusayuja n pyko-
Bohere akuujom, noBepeHa je TPUAECeToro-
anwrwem pyaapy anuny bpkibady - [aHety,
Konayy pyae y Tpenum (cnuka 5).

[JaHe je 6vo pogom n3 Benuke MonuHe, Kpaj
payaLa. Y noTpasu 3a ersucTeHymjoM, NyT ra
je Kao 1 MHOre HeroBe 3eMsbake JoBeo y Tpen-
vy. Y pagHUYKOM NoKpeTyje 61o akTmBaH. Ka-
Nno ce y obpadyHUMa ca yrnpasoM pyaHUKa U
BflaCTMMa TOKOM BUWLLEHefe/bHUX LUTPajKoBa,
Kaga je Tpebano HanperHyTn cee cHare fga 6u ce
n3LpPXano fo Kpaja. Pygapu cy 'y wemy Bugenu
YUCT MOPaIHN NINK NPOGECUOHANHOT pyapa.

[aHe 360r Tora HMje nmao Tewkohe y nsbopy
pyAapa Koju 61 yyectBoBanu y ansep3njn. Ha
CMUCKY Cy OWUAM UCTaKHYTU aKTUBWUCTM paj-
HWYKOT NOKpeTa, pyAapu y Koje je NMYHO nmao
noBepetba:

1 Joso JosaHuh, Konay pyge y noroHy Mpsu
TyHen-Peka,;

2. [epo hyPuYa>pynap 1 TONMOHUYAPCKM
pagHuK Tpenue,

3. Page Munuhesuh, jamckun Bo3ay pyge Yy
Tpenuu;

4. Hwukona Nabyc - Huknuya, NOMORHUK KO-
nava pyae y Tpenuu,

5 Mwnow fadyc - Mune, noMohHUK Konaya
pygey Tpenuu;

6. Hukona KpTwuHuh, jamckn Bo3ay y NOroHy
[MpBu TyHen.

[vBep3aHTCKa akuuja je 3a kWX Mmana fBo-
CTPYKM 3Hauaj: yaapaL, HEMaukoM OKynaTopyy
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measures of punishment and intimidation ofthe
workers were enforced [1].

These repressive measures, along with the esca-
lating war in Europe and worldwide, accelerated
the creation of a resistance movement among
Trep€a miners. Based on the recommendations
of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Yugoslavia (CPY), the Regional Com-
mittee of the CPY for Kosovo and Metohija
and the Local Committee in Kosovska Mitro-
vica considered variants of sabotage actions at
TrepCa.

The decision was made to carry out sabo-
tage on the cableway connecting Stari Trg and
Zvecan (Figure 4). The immediate organization
and leadership of the action were entrusted to
30-year-old miner Danilo Brklja¢ - Dane, an ore
digger at Trepca (Figure 5).

Dane was born in Velika Popina, near Gracac.
Like many of his countrymen, he had come to
Trepca in search of work. Fie was active in the
workers’ movement, hardened in clashes with
mine management and authorities during weeks-
long strikes, when all strength had to be mustered
to endure to the end. The miners saw in him the
moral character of a professional miner.

Because of this, Dane had no difficulty choos-
ing miners to take part in the sabotage. On the
list were prominent activists of the workers’
movement, miners in whom he had personal
trust:

1 Jovo Jovani¢, ore digger in the First Tunnel
plant - Reka;

2. Pero Burica, miner and smelter worker at
TrepCa;

3. Rade Milic¢evi¢, underground ore hauler at
TrepCa;

4. Nikola Labus - Nikica, assistant ore digger
at Trepca;

5. Milos Labus - Mile, assistant ore digger at
TrepCa;

6. Nikola Krtini¢, underground ore hauler in
the First Tunnel plant.

The sabotage action had a dual purpose: to
strike at the German occupier in the mine,
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PYAHWKY 1 ofna3ak Ha KonaoHuk pagu gop-
mMuparwa KonaoHMYKOr napTu3aHCcKor ogpefa
[1]. AKkunja je npunpemaHa y TajHOCTW. EKc-
Na03MB 3a MUHUPaHE XKMUYape je TajHO U3HET
13 jame, CKpMBEH y BaroHeTuhy ca pygom. o
nnaHy Koju je nocTojao, npuxesaTHa 6a3a 3a py-
[lape HaKoH gmBep3anje je 61no ceno JINCUHa Ha
KonaoHuky.

[unsep3nja je n3segeHa y Hohu 30. jyna 1941.
rognHe y 23.30 yacoBa. lda ocHOBY nogataka
N3 HEMauyKe apxvBe, AuBeEp3uja Ha TPEnuUMHOj
XKM4apu je n3BpLUeHa Ha NO/I0BUHKN pacTojarba
n3mehy Ctapor Tpra 1 3sevaHa. EKCnnosmeHO
nyteke je 61MN0 NocTaB/bEHO Ha 3 CTyba Xu-
Yyape 1 1Topam je 610 NOpYLUEH, AOK CYy Apyra
ABa 6una camo owTteheHa.

and to enable the group to move to Kopaonik,
where they would form the Kopaonik Partisan
Detachment [1], The action was prepared in
secrecy. Explosives for destroying the cableway
were smuggled out of the shaft, hidden in ore
carts. According to the plan, the reception base
for the miners after the sabotage was the village
of Lisina on Kopaonik.

The sabotage was carried out on the night of
July 30th, 1941, at 23:30. According to German
archival data, the diversion of Trepca's cable-
way was executed halfway along the route be-
tween Stari Trg and ZveCan. Explosives were
set on three towers of the cableway: one was
destroyed, two others damaged.

Cnuka 4, XXnuyapa pygHuka ,,CTapu iupi” Ha Kojoj je
nssefieHa aneepsnja 30. jyna 1941. [1]

Figure 4, The cableway of the “Stari Trg” mine on which
the sabotage was carried out on July 30th 1941 [1]

ElakOH [uBep3uje, y Tpenuu je Bnagana na-
HUKa. [Moyenn cy NporoHn n xaniwiewa. Epyna
pyAapa Koja je 6una ,,KoMnNpoMuTOoBaHa” npeg
nonuLMjoM, CKNOHWNA Ce U3 PYAHUKA Npe us-
BpLUeHa AuBep3nje Ha Xunyapy. [BaHaecTopu-
La KX je cturna Ha KonaoHnk ofmMax 3a cef-
MOpPULLOM AuBep3aHaTa.

After the sabotage, panic reigned at TrepcCa.
Persecution and arrests began. A group of min-
ers, “‘compromised” before the police, left the
mine even before the action began. Twelve of
them reached Kopaonik shortly after the seven
saboteurs.
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3a Hegervy fdaHa, y JincnHama Ha KonaoHuky,
okynuno ce Beh 60 6opaua BehmHoM pyadapa,
Tako faje 10. aBrycta 1941. roguHe, opmupaH
wra6 KomaoHuuykor ogpepa. Of cegmopuue
TpenunHux AvBepsaHaTa, (yHKUMje y LwTaby
cy umanu [aHe bpkrbay Koju je NoCTao 3aMeHUK
Komecapa, a JoBo JoBaHWh MHTEHAAHT.

KonaoHnukun ogpep je 61o npBa opy>xaHa op-
Maumja Koja je Ha npocTopy KocoBa, cpearber
fena ibapcke gonnHe n HOBOMNa3apcKor Kpaja,
MMana paTHe OKpLUaje ca HEMaYkoM OKymnauuo-
HOM BOjcKOM. Hajsehun 6poj opyaHux akumja
je cnposedeH ga 6u ce oHemoryhuna Hemauka
n/bavyka pyaHor 6oraTcTsa 13 OBOI Kpaja.

MoyeTkom aBrycta 1941. rogvHe, MMHUPAHO je
nocTpojewe Ha pyaHuky Kpemuhu, a 23. aBry-
CTaje U3BefeH Hanaj Ha XXenesHUyKy CTaHuLy
y Yuihy.

TpaHcnopT o/10Ba U3 Tpende 3a Hemauky je Mo-
pao fa ce NPeKrHe no cBaky LeHy. PaT 3a 0/10B0
Tpenuye je HaCTaB/beH aKLMjOM Koja je n3BefeHa
1 centembpa 1941. roguHe. MUHMPaH je TyHen
Kog cena TephaHa, Ha npy3un nsmehy crtaHuua
Newka n Jlenocasnha. HapegHor faHa je no-
HOBO M3BeJeHa akuuja Ha TpenuuHy >uuapy.
OBOr nyTa je cpyLleHa YennmyHa KOHCTpyKLUmja
3aTe3He CTaHuLe Xxuyape Kpaj Opaxosa. ¥ na-
HUUM, HeMumn cy ca KBUC/IMH3MMA OpraHu3o-
Banv notepy. JegHy rpyny pyzapa fvMsep3aHara
y nosnadewy Ka KonaoHWKy, npecpenu cy Koj
cena bopuaHa xaHgapmu n BunHetapu (an6aH-
CKa KBUC/IMHLLKa cTpaxa). Pyaapu cy Taga no-
NOXWUNIN NPBY XPTBY Y YCTaHKY KOju Cy NoAwur-
v NpoTuB awwmsma. MNoruHyo je pygap Togop
Mwunuhesuh, mnahn 6pat Pageta Munuhesuha
(jeqHor op, cefmopumue TpenumHUX AvBep3aHa-
Ta). HakoH oBor fgorafaja, KonaoHuykn ogpeg
je Hocuo ume ,, Togop Mununhesnh”

Opy>kaHa aKuuja Ha pyjHWK 0/10Ba U LHKa beno
6pao Ha KomaoHuKy, n3BefeHa je 2. OKTobGpa
1941. roamHe. Mocne Benmke 6opbe ca XaHaap-
MVMa, pyAapcka NocTpojerba U pyaHUK cy 6uamn
Tako pa3opeHu fJara Hemum HUCY MOrm Kopu-
CTUTK [0 Kpaja paTa. Taga je youjeH ynpaBHUK
PYOHWKA, MO3HATWM METOKO/IoHaWw u3 Tpenye
nHX. T>ophe Aumutpujesuh. MokpeTy oTnopa
ce NpuKby4umno 52 pyaapa benor 6paa [1].
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Within a week, 60 fighters, mostly miners, had
gathered in Lisina on Kopaonik, so on August
10th, 1941, the headquarters of the Kopaonik
Detachment was formed. Of the seven TrepCa
saboteurs, Dane Brklja¢ became deputy com-
missar, while Jovo Jovani¢ was appointed quar-
termaster.

The Kopaonik Detachment was the first
armed formation in Kosovo, the central Ibar
valley, and the Novi Pazar region to engage
in combat with German occupation troops.
Most actions were aimed at preventing the
Germans from looting mineral wealth from
the area.

In early August 1941, the plant at the Kremici
mine was blown up. An attack on the railway
station in US¢e was carried out on August
23rd

The transport of lead from Trep€a to Germa-
ny had to be stopped at any cost. The war for
TrepCas lead continued with an action car-
ried out on September 1¢, 1941. A tunnel near
the village of Tvrdan, on the line between the
LeSak and Leposavic stations, was mined. The
following day, another sabotage targeted the
Trepca cableway, this time, the steel structure
of the tension station near Orahovac was de-
stroyed. In panic, the Germans and quislings
organized a manhunt. One group of miners
retreating toward Kopaonik was intercepted
near the village of BorCane by gendarmes and
vilnetari (Albanian quisling guards). There,
miners made their first sacrifice in the upris-
ing against fascism: Todor Mili¢evi¢, brother
of saboteur Rade Miliéevi¢, was killed. After
this, the Kopaonik Detachment bore his name
- “Todor Milicevic’

On October 2nd, 1941, an armed action tar-
geted the Belo Brdo lead and zinc mine on
Kopaonik. After fierce fighting with gen-
darmes, the mining facilities were so de-
stroyed that the Germans could not use them
until the end of the war. The mine manager,
engineer Borde Dimitrijevié, the well-known
fifth-columnist from Trepca, was Killed. Fif-
ty-two miners from Belo Brdo joined the re-
sistance movement [1].
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Ca 60p6eHNM UCKYCTBOM 1 OpraHM3aunoHnm
OjayarbeM Koje je cTekao, KomaoHuuku ogpeq,
je KpeHyo ca akuujama y gonuHy M6pa. Pawka
je ocno6oheHa 3. okTo6pa 1941. rognHe, a Ha-
pefHor faHa u basbeBal, ca pygHUKOM KameHOor
yriba JapaHzo.

A 0Hfa CYy KpeHyne 1 npBe XpTBe TpenuynHux
[vBep3aHaTta-pyaapa.

MMpn MUHUpaKwy >Kene3HWYKor mocTa Mpeko
WN6pa kog cena Mpuasopuue, Heaaneko of cra-
Huue CnaTtuHa, y 60pou ca Hemuuma 4. oktobpa
1941. roamHe, NoraHyo je NpBW 0Of ceamopuue
[AvBep3aHaTta TpenyunHe Xuyape, Nepo Hypuua.

HakoH ocnob6ohewa JowaHnuke 6arbe 1 Ywha
(y cagejcTBy ca KparbeBauyknum o4pefom Kojum
je komaHgoBao Maene Jakwwnh), gonmHa M6pa
je 6una ocno6oheHa og Hemaua. Tume je 6uno
oHemoryheHo parbe Kopuwhewe BaXHe Cca-
obpahajHuue Mbapckom JOIMHOM 3a HEMAaYKy
n/bavyky pygHor 6oraTctea M3 OBOr Kpaja. Pat
3a 0/10BO je NPMBPEMEHO J06KjeH.

360r MHOLWTBa pyfapa y oapeay u Beher 6poja
PYLHUKa Ha 0BOM NoApyYjy, pyAapm cy cnobogHy
TepuTopujy y AonuHu Mbpa Hassanu ,,Pyaapcka
peny6nmka” bpateHa je of okynatopa 42 faHa,
04 3. oKTo6pa fo 13. HoBembpa 1941. rogmHe [2].
TOKOM HEHOI MOCTOjara, YCNOCTaB/beHa je Ha-
pOJHa BNacT W paf efesHUUKe npyre 3a npesos
NyTHWKa Ha penaunju Pawwka-boryTosal,.

Crefie 3aTM HOBM paTHU OKPLUAjK, a ca kbrMa n
HOBa cTpajara pyaapa. Pygapu KonaoHu4ykor
ojpefa Ccy y4vecTBOBanM y OKTO6apCKMM/HO-
Bembapcknum 6opbama oko KpasbeBa, a TOKOM
HoBembpa 1 y oabpaHn Yxuuke penybnuke.

[Jeo 6opaua KonaoHWYKor ogpeaa Koju cy TOKOM
HoBembapa 1941. roguHe, BOAWAN paTHE OKp-
waje ca Hemumma kof Kparbesa, y nosnayery
ca pareHULMMA NPEKO j>KHUX nafuHa Jenuue,
6unn cy 3apobsbeHn Of CTpaHe YeTHMKA Y 3a-
6UTOM NNaHMHCKOM ceny opwm y6al,. Y 0BOj
rpynu cy ce Haluna u 4sojuua TELWKO pakeHnx
pyfapa AuBep3aHaTta Tpenye U To 6uBLIN BOha
rpyne [faHe bpkmady n Mwune Jlabyc. Hbuxosa
cyabuHaje 61na OKOHYaHa HaKoH Map AaHa Kaga
CY UX YeTHUUM Npefann Hemummay Yauky.

With its gained combat experience and
strengthened organization, the Kopaonik
Detachment moved into the Ibar valley. Ras-
ka was liberated on October 3th, 1941, fol-
lowed the next day by Baljevac with its Jaran-
do coal mine.

Then came the first losses among the Trepca
saboteurs/miners.

While mining the railway bridge over the Ibar
near the village of Pridvorica, close to the Slati-
na station, on October 4th, 1941, one of the sev-
en cableway saboteurs, Pero Durica, was killed
in combat with the Germans.

After liberating JoSanicka Banja and USce
(together with the Kraljevo Detachment of
Pavle Jaksic), the lIbar valley was cleared of
Germans. This prevented the occupiers from
using this key transport route to loot the re-
gions mineral wealth. The war for lead was
temporarily won.

Because of the large number of miners in the
detachment and the many mines in the area,
the fighters named the liberated territory in
the Ibar valley the “Miners’ Republic.” It was
defended from October 3rdto November 13th,
1941, a total of 42 days [2]. During its exist-
ence, people’s government was established and
the railway line RaSka-Bogutovac was used for
passenger transport.

New battles followed, bringing further miner
casualties. Miners of the Kopaonik Detachment
took part in the October/November fighting to
liberate Kraljevo, and in November also in the
defense of the UZice Republic.

Another group of Kopaonik fighters, who had
fought the Germans near Kraljevo, retreated
with the wounded across the southern slopes
of Jelica. They were captured by Chetniks in
the remote mountain village of Gornji Dubac.
Among them were two severely wounded
TrepCa saboteurs: former leader Dane Brkljac
and Mile Labus. Their fate was sealed when the
Chetniks handed them over to the Germans in
Cacak a few days later.
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OpbpaHa Y>kuuke peny6/MKe, KakaB napa-
[OKC: jeauHy cnobogHy TepuTopujy Ha Thy
nopob6s/beHe EBpone of HauMcTMUYKe Hemauke,
6paHnhe Cpbu - nponeTepn og Hanaga Cpba -
HauuoHanucTa. TuMe he 3anpaBo U 3BaHUYHO
3anoyetu rpahaHckum paTy Cpbuju.

Mano je nosHaTo fa je 30. okTo6pa 1941. ro-
OuHe, rpyny pygapa pob6pososbaua u apy-
rux 6opaua us fonvHe 6pa, NOBEO 3a YXXu-
Le CTydeHT pypgapctea MwunytuH Byjouh
- Byjaknuja, pagn oabpaHe Ynuke penyonu-
ke. Beh 1 HoBemGpa 1941. rogvHe, y Yxuuy
je hopmupaHa LLlecta nbapcka Yeta Y XKnukor
ofpefa y umjeM cacTtaBy cy 6unu un pygapm ca
N6pa. MuUnyTuH je nocTaB/beH 3a MONUTUYKOT
KOMecapa oBe yeTe. TOKOM NpBe NoN0BUHE HO-
Bembpa, pygapu LLecte nbapcke yete cy yue-
CTBOBa/NM y TETNKMM 6opbama ca YeTHMUUMMA
Ha WKWpeM NpocTopy Yxkuua: Ha Tpewwrunumy,
bykosuma, LipHOKOCK 1 Apyrum 60juliTMma.

Y ponuHun UNo6pa 9. n 10. HoBemb6pa 1941. ro-
[MHe, TOKOM 60pb6eHe akumje ca YeTHMLMMa
3a Pallky, 610 je TELIKO pareH jow jegaH of
cefmopuLle pyfapa auvBep3aHata Ha Tpenuu-
Hy >Xuuyapy, JoBo JoBaHuh. Y nosnadewy u3
Patnke npema buouy rae je 61o noympat Wwrab
KonaoHuykor ogpega, ympo je xpabpwv pyaap.
Y T0j 60p6M, NOrMHYO je 1 Heros Apyr U3 au-
Bep3aHTCKe rpyne, pyaap Hukona-Hukuua
Jabyc. Tako je o cegmopuLe pygapa Koju cy
MOKPEHYIN MOKPET OTnopa HEMAyKoOM OKYy-
naTopy y jyny 1941. rognHe y Tpenun, ocTana
XunBa camo aBojuua pyaapa Hukona KptuHuh
n Page Munuhesuh.

Y Apyroj nonoBuHW Hoeembpa 1941. roguHe,
KpeHyna je BennKa Hemadka oaH3uBa y 3a-
nagHoj Cpbuju. ¥ KonaoHM4YKOM ofpegy cy
nperpynucaHn 6opum y yetnpu yete. Pygapu
cy 6unu y cactaBy Tpehe pygapcke yete [6].

3aTtBapare npasuya KpaweBo-Yavak npep Ha-
netom 113. Hemauke AMBU3Nje KOja je noByYe-
Ha ca UICTOYHOr (PPOHTa, HKje ycneno. MNpogop
13 npasua bajuHe bawTe npeko Kagnkade Ka
Yxuuyje Hanpasunaun 243. HemMauka gnensmja.
Yxuuka penybnvka Huje opbparweHa. Pygapu
13 KonaoHuykor ofpega u fenosu Kpasesau-
KOT 0gpefa, y rpynama cy ce npobujanu npema
CaHulaky.
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The defense of the UZice Republic - what a par-
adox: the only free territory on the soil of occu-
pied Europe under Nazi Germany would be de-
fended by Serbs proletarians from the attacks of
Serbs nationalists. This would, in fact, officially
mark the beginning of the civil war in Serbia.

Itis little known that on October 30,1941, agroup
of volunteer miners and other fighters from the
Ibar valley was led to Uzice by mining student
Milutin Vujovi¢ - Vujaklija in order to defend the
UZice Republic. On November 1, 1941, the Sixth
Ibar Company of the UZice Detachment was
formed in UZice, and miners from the Ibar region
were among its members. Milutin was appointed
the political commissar of this company. During
the first half of November, the Sixth Ibar Compa-
ny took part in heavy battles against the Chetniks
in the wider UZice area: at TreSnjica, Bukovi, Cr-
nokosa, and other battlefields.

In the Ibar Valley, on November 9 and 10th,
1941, during a combat action against the Chet-
niks for Raska, another one of the seven miners
who had carried out the sabotage on Trepcas
cableway, Jovo Jovani¢, was severely wound-
ed. While comrades carried him in retreat
toward Bioce, where the Kopaonik headquar-
ters was located, the brave miner died. In that
same battle, his comrade and fellow saboteur,
Nikola “Nikica” Labus, was also killed. Thus,
of the seven miners who launched the resist-
ance movement against the German occupier
in Trepca in July 1941, only two remained alive:
Nikola Krtini¢ and Rade Milicevié.

In the second half of November 1941, a major
German offensive was launched in western Ser-
bia. The Kopaonik Detachment reorganized its
fighters into four companies. The miners were
part of the Third Mining Company [6].

Blocking the Kraljevo-Cacak route against the
advance of the 113th German Division, with-
drawn from the Eastern Front, was unsuccess-
ful. The advance toward Uzice from the direc-
tion of Bajina Basta, across Kadinjaca, was also
carried out by the 243rdGerman Division. The
Uzice Republic was not defended. The miners
from the Kopaonik Detachment and elements
of the Kraljevo Detachment broke through in
groups toward Sandzak.
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Pygapu u3 cactasa Lllecte nbapcke yete Koju
Cy Ce 3aTek/n y Yuuy nocne Heycnene ogbpa-
He Y>unuke peny6auke 29. Hosembpa 1941. ro-
OMHE, KPEHYN CY Ca FMTaBHUHOM CHara npeko
3natnbopa Ka CaHuaky.

PYOAPW Y MPBOJ MPOJIETEPCKOJ
BPUEAON

Y paTHOM CTpojy Ha gaH opmupatba Mpee
nponetepcke bpurage 21. geuembpa 1941. ro-
[AWHe Ha Tpry y Pyaom, 6una je nocTpojeHa u
Pypnapcka yeTa, kao Tpeha yetay cactaBy YeT-
BPTOI KpasbeBaykor 6atarboHa.

Tor gaHa Pypapcka veTa je umana 63 6opua.
OKocHuuy 4eTe je umHmno 33 pygapa [1, 4].
LLlecT pygapa je 6uno pacnopeheHo y Opyry
YyeTy KpasbeBadkor 6atasboHa [4].

3a 0Be paTHe gaHe pyfapa, Tpeba uctahu part-
HW NyT ABafeceTABOrOAMLLHEr CTYAEeHTa py-
fapctBa MunyTuHa ByjoBuha - Byjaknnje o
KoMme je rope Beh 6uno peun. Pogom je 61o n3
Yauyka. HakoH KpaTKOTpajHOr anpuackor parta
N Hemauyke OKynauuje Jyrocnasuje, MunyTuH
je NpekuHyo ctyaunje n 13 beorpagaje oTMTNao
jyHa 1941. rognHe y WN6apcke pygHuke. Tlo
[n3amy YCTaHKa, ofMax ce Npukbyyno bamwe-
Baykoj YeTn. Kao gobpoBosbal, je y4ecTBoBao
y oabpaHn Y>kuuke peny6avke, a'y Pyaom je
NnocTaB/beH 3a UTeHAaHTa y UeTBpPTOM Kpasbe-
BaukoMm GaTasboHy. KacHuje je 610 Komecap y
[pyroj yetn osor 6aTas/boHa [7]. MUNYTUH je
npexmeeo part [6].

JeguHa xeHa y cTpojy Pyaapcke yeTe y Pygom
je 6una AnekcaHgpa KpctoHowwnh - HaHuua
(cnuka 6). Mimana je caMo 0caMHaecT rofuHa.
Pogom je 6una ns CpbobpaHa. ¥ Yuwhe je go-
wna 1941. rognHe ca MajkoM Koja je nsberna u3
BojsogunHe. Kao yueHuua VII paspega Kpasbe-
Bauke rnMMmHasnje [7], xpabpocT n 0ABaXHOCT
je ucnormuna npu Hanafy KpasbeBaukor ogpe-
[a Ha Yuwhe, Kafa je goctaBuna wtaby ogpega
npeumsHe nogarke O pacropefy oKynartop-
CKMX cHara [1]. Mpu nosnayewy Ka CaHllaKy
Kpajem HoBem6pa 1941. roguHe, YeTHULM Cyje
3apobunn ann je Ha Kpajy unak ycnena ga ce
fomorHe Pyaay bocHu.

Miners of the Sixth Ibar Company who were
still in Uzice after the failed defense of the
Uzice Republic on November 29th, 1941, with-
drew with the main forces across Zlatibor to-
ward Sandzak.

MINERS IN THE FIRST PROLETARIAN
BRIGADE

On the day of the formation of the First Pro-
letarian Brigade, December 214, 1941, in the
square in Rudo, the Mining Company was also
assembled, as the third company within the
Fourth Kraljevo Battalion.

That day, 63 fighters stood in the ranks ofthe Min-
ers’ Company. The core of the company consisted
of 33 miners [1,4]. Sixminers were deployed to the
Second Company of the Kraljevo Battalion [4].

For these wartime days of the miners, it is im-
portant to highlight the military path ofthe twen-
ty-two-year-old mining student Milutin Vujovic¢
- Vujaklija, who has already been mentioned
above. He was originally from Cacak. After the
short April War and the German occupation of
Yugoslavia, Milutin interrupted his studies and
went from Belgrade to the Ibar mines in June
1941. Following the outbreak of the uprising, he
immediatelyjoined the Baljevacka Company. Asa
volunteer, he took part in the defense ofthe Uzice
Republic, and in Rudo he was appointed quarter-
master ofthe Fourth Kraljevo Battalion. Later, he
served as commissar in the Second Company of
this battalion [7]. Milutin survived the war [6].

The only woman in the ranks of the Mining
Company in Rudo was Aleksandra KrstonoSi¢
- Nanica (Figure 6). She was only eighteen years
old and originally from Srbobran. She came to
US¢e in 1941 with her mother, who had fled from
Vojvodina. As a seventh-grade student at the
Kraljevo Gymnasium [7], she displayed courage
and bravery during the attack ofthe Kraljevo De-
tachment on USCe, delivering precise information
about the deployment of the occupying forces to
the detachments headquarters [1]. During the
retreat toward SandZak at the end of November
1941, she was captured by the Chetniks but ulti-
mately managed to reach Rudo in Bosnia.
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Mpen Beye ucTor gaHa Kaga je opmupaHa
MpBa nponetepcka 6puraga y Pygom (21. ge-
Luembpa 1941. rognHe), KpasbeBauku 6aTasboH
W Pypapcka 4yeTa y HEroBom cacrtasy, 6una
je ogmax ynyheHa npema ceny Faounhuma, y
CyCpeT KONMOHW WTanujaHCKe BOjCKe Koja ce
n3 Buwerpaga kpetana npema Pygom. lNocne
HanopHor mMapla no negeHoj Hohu 1 NaaHUH-
ckom Gecniyhy, y 3opy 22. geuembpa 1941. ro-
[AMHEe Npu rycToj mMarnu, 0TNoYeo je CHaxaH
Hanag Pygapcke yete v Apyrux jefiMHMLA Ha
NTanujaHe. Y TOM He3agp>XMBOM jypuLly, no-
rMHYO je 3amMeHWK KOMaHAupa Boja Hukona
KpTuHuh, wecTtun Hajmnahu og cegmopuue py-
fapa Koju cy cpywnnam xxuyapy Tpenude y jyny
1941. roguHe [2]. HuKona je umao 27. rogunHa.

Cnuka 5, aHuno Jare Bpkrbay [1]
Figure 5, Danilo Dane Brklja€ [1]

Y6p30 HaKOH Tora, cpeanHoM (ebpyapa 1942,
roguHe, ceno MNpaye Ha CEBEPOMCTOYHUM Ma-
OuHamMa JaxopuHe, ocTahe pyjapuma 3ayBek Y
TY>XXHOM ceharby. Y XecTuHU 6opbe ca ycTa-
lwama n gomobpaHuma, Koju cy umanu rapHu-
30H y OBOM Cefly, MOTMHYNO je cefam pyjapa:
botnko v BojuH baposuh, BoTnko bowosuh,
Pagucas MeaHoBuh, Hukona Muposuh, Opa-
raH JajuyaHuH n Hosak Jywkosuh 4, 2].

Y CrakaBuuu kog Kotop Bapowwm 6. geuembpa
1942. roauHe, NOrMHYyo je pygap Tpendye VBaH
LLIyneHTnh, a 6p30 HakoH Tora 1 jaHyapa 1943.
rognHe y 6opbu 3a ocnobohewe Tecnuha u
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On the evening of the same day the First Prole-
tarian Brigade was formed in Rudo (December
214, 1941), the Kraljevo Battalion and the Min-
ing Company within it were immediately sent
toward the village of Gaocid, to intercept a col-
umn ofthe Italian army moving from Visegrad
toward Rudo. After a strenuous march through
the icy night and mountain wilderness, at dawn
on December 22rd 1941, in dense fog, the Min-
ing Company and other units launched a strong
attack on the Italians. During this unstoppable
assault, the deputy platoon commander Nikola
Krtini¢ was killed; he was the sixth youngest of
the seven miners who had destroyed the Trepca
cableway in July 1941 [2]. Nikola was 27 years
old.

Cnuka 6, AnekcaHgpa KpcluoHowwh Hanuua [1]
Figure 6, Aleksandra KrstonoSi¢ Nanica [1]

Soon afterward, in mid-February 1942, the
village of Praca on the northeastern slopes of
Jahorina would remain forever in sorrowful
memory for the miners. In a fierce battle with
UstaSe and Domobrans garrisoned there, seven
miners were killed: BoSko and Vojin Barovic,
Bosko Bosnjovi¢, Radisav Ivanovié¢, Nikola
Mirovi¢, Dragan Jajcanin, and Novak JuSkovic¢
[4,2].

In Stakavid near Kotor Varo$, on December
6, 1942, the Trepa miner lvan Sulenti¢ was
killed, and shortly thereafter, on January 1,
1943, in the battle for the liberation of Teslic¢,
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Mepo Ctynap, mawmnHoBoha y pygHuky Tpen-
ya [7].

PaTHM AaHu, MYYHU 1 TELLKWU Y CBAKOAHEBHUM
6opbama v yCcubeHUM MapLleBMMa no 60caH-
CKUM MJIAHUHCKUM TEPEeHMMa, MYYEHU Heus-
BecHowhy, rnafly, ucupnwmnBano je pygape u
6opLe NponeTepcke BOjCKe A0 KpajHUX rpaHu-
Lia U3LPXK/bUBOCTU.

Y TOKy 4eTBpTe HeMauke ochaH3mBe, y Hohu
namehy 22. n 23. tebpyapa 1943. roguHe, Py-
[lapcka YeTa je Bogwuna Tewky 6opby ca Hewm-
Lunma Ha VBaH-ceany (M1aHWHCKOM MpPeBOjy Ha
VMBaH nnaHnHW ceBepoucToUHO of Komwuua, Ha
nyTy npema Xayunhuma n Capajesy). Mpu na-
KNEHOj apTW/bepuckoj BaTpu Hemaua, jegHa of
ekcnnosnja 6pojHUX rpaHata je pasHena neha
3aMeHVKy Komecapa Pypapcke uete, Xpabpom
nyLKomMuTpaecuy Hukonn bybany, aageceT-
ABOroavwteM pyaapy 13 Tpenue (cnvka 7) [7].

ToKoM OBe Hemauke o(aH3uBe, MOXPTBOBaHa
6onHnyapka AnekcaHgpa-HaHuua (cnuka 6)
[lOK je neumnna o6onene 6opue og Tudyca, 1 cama
ce pasbonena og ose onacHe 6onectn. HakoH
npenacka Hepetse mapTta 1943. roguHe, y TeLl-
KUM MyKama je ympna y LleHTpanHoj 60nHMum
20. mapTay ceny Pubapwu, oko 20 km jy>XHO 0f
Komwuua [7]. UcTor gaHay 0BOM cenyje n3spuo
camoybuncTBO TUycom namyyeHun XXerap LdaHe.
CKpOMHM v noBy4eHu [aHe je 610 pygap y pya-
HUKy beno 6pao Ha KonaoHuky [7].

Y netoj Hemaukoj othaH3MBM Koja je ognouena
15. maja 1943. rognHe, Bogwune cy ce 60p6e cBOM
CBOjOM XXeCTUHOM Yy AofiMHama peka Tape, Mve
n Cytjecke. Pynap Page Munuhesuh (cnuka 8),
Komecap Pypgapcke yeTe, 610 je Beh NpeKa/beHw
60opaLl, jeanHN XXNBY pyaap o4 CeamMmopuLIe Koju cy
MUHUpanu Xxun4apy Tpenye y jyny 1941. roguHe.

TokoM OBe O(haH3MBE, Y APYroj NONOBMHN Maja

1943. roguHe, Pygapcka yeTta ce npobujana ca
ocTanuM jeguHuama MNpBe NponeTepcke AvBU-

3uje of Yenebuha npema cesepy Ka doun. Kog

cena3naTHW 6op Ha AecHoj o6anu peke Tape, py-

fapu cy 22. maja 1943. roguHe BOAWAN NaKIEHN

OKpLLaj ca HeMumMma 13 cacTaBa apTU/bEPUjCKOT

AvBu3noHa. Hanagom Ha Hemue, WtuUtmuam cy

nosagunHy npema Yenebuhy rge ce Hanasmna

LleHTpanHa 60n1HMLA ca patbeHnLMma.

Pero Stupar, a machinist at the Trepfa mine,
also fell [7].

The wartime days, arduous and grueling in dai-
ly battles and forced marches across the Bos-
nian mountain terrain, tormented by uncer-
tainty and hunger, exhausted the miners and
fighters of the Proletarian Army to the very
limits of endurance.

During the Fourth German Offensive, on the
night of February 22rd-23rd, 1943, the Miners’
Company fought a grueling battle with the Ger-
mans at Ivan-sedlo (a mountain pass on Ivan
Planina northeast of Konjic toward HadzZici
and Sarajevo). Under the hellish German artil-
lery fire, one of the numerous shell explosions
tore apart the back of the deputy commissar of
the Mining Company, the brave machine-gun-
ner Nikola Bubalo, a twenty-two-year-old min-
er from Trepca (Figure 7) [7].

During this German offensive, devoted nurse
Aleksandra-Nanica (Figure 6) contracted ty-
phus while caring for the sick. After crossing
the Neretva in March 1943, she died in great
suffering at the Central Hospital on March 20th
in the village of Ribari, about 20 km south of
Konjic [7]. On the same day, in this village, Ze-
gar Dane, exhausted by typhus, took his own
life. Modest and withdrawn, Dane had been a
miner at the Belo Brdo mine on Kopaonik [7].

During the fifth German offensive, which be-
gan on May 15, 1943, fierce battles raged in the
valleys of the Tara, Piva, and Sutjeska rivers.
The miner Rade Milicevi¢ (Figure 8), com-
missar of the Mining Company, was already a
seasoned fighter and the only surviving miner
of the seven who had sabotaged the Trepc€a ca-
bleway in July 1941.

In mid-May 1943, the Miners’ Company, to-
gether with other units of the First Proletarian
Division, was breaking through from Celebiéi
northward toward FoCa. Near the village of
Zlatni Bor on the right bank of the Tara River,
on May 22nd 1943, the miners fought a heavy
battle with Germans from an artillery battal-
ion. By attacking the Germans, they shielded
the rear near Celebici, where the Central Hos-
pital with the wounded was located.
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Cnuka 7, Hvkona by6ano, HapogHu xepoj [1]
Figure 7, Nikola Bubalo, Peoples Hero [1]

Y TOKY CHaXXHe pa3meHe BaTpe 23. Maja 1943.
roavHe, Page Munuhesuh (cnvka 8) je CMpTHO
CTpagao of MuHoGaLayke MWHE Koja je eKc-
nnoagmpanay teroBoj HenocpeaHoj 61M3nHN
[3]. Mocne oBor gorahaja, XXMBMX AMBep3aHaTa
Tpenue Buwe HKje 6uno.

Mopep Paga Munnhesuha Ha CyTjecum cy Xu-
BOTe nonoxunu u pygapn Mutap CTpyrap,
Bojucnas [yTuHa n MunyH VeaHosuh.

MwuTtap CTpyrap pygap 13 Tpendye je NOrMHyo
Yy MWbeBUMHN TOKOM 3aBPLUHUX 60p6bM HAKOH
npo6oja o6pyya Ha BbanuHosuy 9/10. jyHa
1943. roguHe [1].

Bojucnas [yTuHa pygap u3 WMbapckux pya-
HWMKa, Kao MHBanug ca MirmaHa, 6vo je y LleH-
TpasHOj 60/HMLM 1 NOTMHYO je 11. jyHa 1943.
rogvHe Ha Byuesy [6].

MwunyH MBaHoBuh je 6o pygap y bapckum
pyaHuunma, benom 6pay n Tpenuun. Kao 6opal,
[pyre nponetepcke 6purage, TELWWKO je pareH
Ha Kowwypy. Mo npo6ojy 06py4ya Ha bannHoB-
Ly, NOrMHYO je y Mn/beBMHN TOKOM aBUOHCKOT
6ombapposama [1].

[aHoHohHe 60p6e HeMUAOCPAHO CY OAHOCKNE
)KMBOTE Ha Xxubage 6opaua. Of 33 pydapa koju
cy y Pygom 6unu y ctpojy Pygapcke yete, paT
je npexwuseno 17 pyaapa [4]. 3a HapogHe xe-
poje cy npornawleHn pygapw Page Munuhesuh
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Cnuka 8, Page Munuhesuh HapogHu xepoj [1]
Figure 8, Rade Milic¢evi¢ People's Hero [1]

In the hellish exchange of fire on May 23rd,
1943, Rade Milicevi¢ (Figure 8) was killed by
amortar shell that exploded right next to him
[3]. After this event, none of the Trep€a sabo-
teurs remained alive.

Alongside Rade Milicevi¢, other miners also
laid down their lives at Sutjeska: Mitar Stru-
gar, Vojislav Dutina, and Milun lvanovic.

Mitar Strugar, a miner from Trepca, was killed
in Miljevina during the final battles after the
breakthrough at Balinovac on June 9-10th,
1943. [1].

Vojislav Dutina, a miner from the Ibar mines,
who had been disabled on Igman, was in the
Central Hospital and was killed on June 11th,
1943, at Vucevo [6].

Milun Ivanovié, a miner in the Ibar mines,
Belo Brdo, and Trepc¢a, fought in the Second
Proletarian Brigade. He was severely wounded
at Kosur, and later killed in Miljevina during
an air bombardment [1].

Day and night battles mercilessly claimed
thousands of lives. Of the 33 miners who
stood in formation with the Miners’ Company
in Rudo, 17 survived the war [4]. The miners
Rade Milicevi¢ and Nikola Bubalo were pro-
claimed People% Heroes. Outside the Miners’
Company, Milun lvanovi¢, also a miner, was
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n Hukona by6ano. BaH Pygapcke veTe, 3a Ha-
peaHor xepoja je npornawleH u pygap MunyH
MeaHosuh [1], CBa Tpojuua cy 6unm crapwu
nosHaHuuwn, pygapv ns Tpenue (cnvka 9).

later proclaimed a hero [1], All three were
old acquaintances, miners from Trepca (Fi-
gure 9).

Cnwuka 9, bamesal, COMEHUK nanum pygapuma 1941-1945, neno ajapa HaHgopa Mmga [10]
Figure 9, Baljevac, Monument to the Fallen Miners 1941-1945, the work ofsculptor Nandor Glid [10]

YMECTO 3AK/bYUKA

,»Cetno cam ce lNuee, Tape, KomapHuue, hexo-
TuHe, CyTjecke n [pwHe, ABToBUA, MUBCKMX
nnaHuHa, 3natHor 6opa, Tpospxa, Aypmu-
Topa, Marnuha, Bonyjka, Kowypa, Kpekosa,
Cyxe, ByueBa, Yenebuha, TjeHTUWTa, 3eneH-
rope, baesaHa n BbanuHoBua. CeTno cam ce
CBUX Hanafa u npoTMBHanaga, jypuwia u npo-
TUBjypULLa, yaapa 1 npoTusygapa. CeTno cam
ce Halwmx gpyrapuua n apyroea Ha CyTjecum,
Kao M Ha gpyrum 60juwTuma, Koju fagoLue
BEYHOj HOhK AaH CBOjMX 04njy... Te Halle, Kao
N Xusbage U Xumbafe Apyrux xprasa, gale cy
CBOje XXMBOTE 3a cNo60A4y Koju HUCY A0XKuUBe-
nn.” OBa cehawba borgaHa 3enuha [7] mewana
Cy ce ca noknmumma 6opaua Kaga je Herge y
OKONMHW 3arpeba, cTurna Jo wTaba HbuxoBe
jeanHuMLe pagocHa BecT 9. maja 1945. roguHe.
Y KpBW cTBapaHa, 6e/ba of cyHua u cpehe,
cTurna je cnoboga” [7], ucnucano je nepo

INSTEAD OF A CONCLUSION

“l remembered Piva, Tara, Komarnica, Cehoti-
na, Sutjeska and Drina, Avtovac, the Piva moun-
tains, Zlatni Bor, Trovrh, Durmitor, Magli¢, Vo-
lujak, Kosur, Krekovi, Suha, Vucevo, Celebiéi,
TjentiSte, Zelengora, Bavan and Balinovac. |
remembered all the attacks and counterattacks,
charges and countercharges, strikes and coun-
terstrikes. | remembered our comrades, women
and men, at Sutjeska as well as on other battle-
fields, who gave the eternal night in place of the
day in their eyes... Those comrades of ours, like
thousands and thousands of others, gave their
lives for freedom which they themselves did not
live to see.” These memories of Bogdan Zeli¢ [7]
mingled with the shouts of fighters when, some-
where near Zagreb, the joyful news reached their
units headquarters on May 9th, 1945. “Born in
blood, whiter than the sun and happiness, free-
dom has arrived” [7], wrote the hand of Bogdan
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y pyuu borgaHa 3enuha, cnaBHOr Xepoja ca
CyTjecke, y aaHmmMa cnoboge Koju cy AOLAW.

Y roaunHu jybuneja, 80. rognHa og cnoma ga-
WwM3ma 1 3aBplueTka [lpyror cBeTCKOr para,
OBaj paf je jow jegeHo nopacehawe Ha Xe-
pojcke AaHe pyfapa Pygapcke yeTe, Ha Halle
pyAape Koju cy nany TOKOM aHTU(allncTny-
Kor pata 1941-1945, Ha 60juwiTUMa Jyrocna-
BUje.

Heka nm je Be4Ha cnasa u xana!

SAXBA/THNLA

CppayHo ce 3axBasbyjem Akagemuky npod. ap
CnobopaHy Byjuhy 3a KopucHe cyrectuje To-
KOM Mucara 0BOr paja.
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Zeli¢, the famous hero of Sutjeska, in the days
of freedom that had finally come.

In this jubilee year, the 80th anniversary of the
defeat of fascism and the end of the World War
Il, this paper stands as another remembrance
ofthe heroic deeds of the miners ofthe Miners’
Company, of our miners who fell during the
antifascist war of 1941-1945, on the battlefields
of Yugoslavia.

Eternal glory and gratitude to them!
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